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of seats vacated otherwise than by dissolution,-—shall
respectively apply to Elections of Members to serve in the
House of Commons for the same several Provinces.1
Provided that until the Parliament of Canada otherwise
provides, at any Election for a Member of the House
of Commons for the District of Algoma, in addition to
persons qualified by the law of the Province of Canada to
vote, every male British Subject, aged Twenty-one years or
upwards, being a householder, shall have a vote.
42. For the first Election of Members to serve in the writs for
House of Commons, the Governor-General shall cause Writs
to be issued by such person, in such form, and addressed to
such Returning Officers as he thinks fit.
The person issuing Writs under this Section shall have
the like powers as are possessed at the Union by the
Officers charged with the issuing of Writs for the Election of
Members to serve in the respective House of Assembly or
Legislative Assembly of the Provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia, or New Brunswick; and the Returning Officers to
whom Writs are directed under this Section shall have the
like powers as are possessed at the Union by the Officers
charged with the Returning of Writs for the Election of
Members to serve in the same respective House of Assem-
bly or Legislative Assembly.
1 For many years the Dominion Parliament refrained from establishing
a uniform franchise for the Dominion; and the list of voters used in the
election of representatives to the Provincial Legislative Assemblies was
used at the election of members for the House of Commons. In 1885,
however, a Dominion Franchise Bill was passed through Parliament in
the face of fierce opposition. The Act was bitterly complained of on. the
ground of its partisan character, and was repealed in 1898, when the
former system was restored.
With regard to controverted elections the Canadian practice has closely
followed British precedent. At the time of confederation, and for several
years after, controverted elections were dealt with by a ' General Com-
mittee of Elections', consisting of six members appointed by the Speaker.
By Acts passed in 1878 and 1874 the trial of election petitions was trans-
ferred to the judges in the several Provinces. An appeal now lies to the
Supreme Court The law with regard to corrupt practices at elections
closely resembles the law in force in Great Britain,

